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On 2 Februsry 1953, the Soviet Control Commisaion gave («io Grotewchl an
wwffleial directive to discontinuc imediately all merzures which could ceuse o
further sharpening of international tensions and a detsrloration of the politicsl
situation in Germany. The SCC also urged that the iesuance of new identity cards
and the announcement of travel restrictions be posg*soned. stating that the most
important mission of the Bast Gernan Goverment s to galn time. The SCC,
thersfors, requested no strengthening of the economic boycott against West
Germany and other western countries, ainc: East Germany needed western imports
vhich could not bo mamufactured by the US!R and the People's Democracies. The
Ministry of the Interior expected isw dirtotives firom the SCC by the end of Harch.
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